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Eugene Lang was born in New York City in 1919 and attended public school is East Harlem dur-
ing the says of the Great Depression. After graduating with an MBA from Columbia University, 
he became involved in several ventures that ultimately made him into a millionaire. 
 
In 1981 he was asked to speak to a class of 61 sixth graders from his old neighborhood of East 
Harlem. Land wondered what he could say to inspire these students�± most of who he knew 
would drop out of school. Scraping his notes, he decided to speak to them from his heart. Say in 
school he said, and I'll help you pay for the college tuition for every one of you.  
 
That was the turning point. For the first time I their lives, these students had hope. One student 
said I had something to look forward to, something waiting for me. It was a golden feeling. 
Nearly 90 percent of that class went on to graduation from high school. 
 
In 1996 Land was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his philanthropic work. In 
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vative vision, and it is a great tribute to him that since 1981 other philanthropist, many state gov-
ernments, and now, I hope our national government , have joined him in try to guarantee the 
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People without hope are people without a future. Did you know that we have the greatest hope 
yet�± we have the promise of a future with Jesus Christ. This week share the gospel with some-
one around you. They might be waiting for one person to change their destiny. That person is 
you. 
 
Additional Scriptures: 
 
Proverbs 13:12  Isaiah 40:31  Romans 5:1-5     


